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Abstract 

Panchayati Raj expresses that the word Panchayat is derived from Sanskrit word 'Panch' and Ayatnam. The person who form a body of five 

persons to arbitrate upon a dispute and dispense justice and were called 'Panches'. The villages consider them as the representatives of God. 

Panchayati Raj bodies have been working as genuine and effective democratic decentralized institutions, provide ample of opportunities, to a 

large number of rural masses to take genuine and effective participation in the development and in the democratic decision making process 

and infuse in the mind of rural people a spirit of self-help, self independence, self-reliance and to obtain the experience in the art of local self 

government. The present study was conducted in Sirsa district of Haryana State which was related purposively. It was concluded that the 

regarding overall awareness among rural women respondents reveals that more than fifty percentage of the respondents (52%) had low level 

of awareness followed by high level (25%) and remaining (23%) had medium level of awareness regarding Panchayati Raj System. 

 

Keywords: Panchayati raj system, level of awareness, women reservation etc 

1. Introduction 

In India the origin of Panchayat is nothing new in Indian 

politics. The word Panchayat is derived from the Sanskrit 

'Panch and Ayatinam'. The persons who formed a body of 

five to arbitrate upon a dispute and disperse justice in each 

village were called 'Panches'. The village considered them 

the representatives of God (Dubey 1954, Desai 1973, 

Dhama 1973, Dhama 1980, Tamta 1994) [11, 12, 13, 14]. For the 

purpose of making this agency really effective it was 

proposed to devolve adequate powers on these Panchayats. 

The Panchayats have flourished and the Panchayati Raj 

bodies have been working as genuine and effective 

democratic decentralized democracy. These institutions 

provide ample opportunities to the rural masses to 

effectively participate in the development and democratic 

decision making process, thereby helping to infuse in the 

minds of rural people a spirit of self-help, self-independence 

and self-reliance. It gives them an administrative experience 

in the art of local self government (Dubey, 1953; Malaviya, 

1956; Mukherjee, 1961; Desai, 1973; Dhama, 1980) [15, 16, 17, 

12, 13].  

Then came the era of Rajiv Gandhi, who realised the 

significance of Panchayati Raj System like his grandfather 

Pandit Nehru, after a gap of about three decades. In 

December, 1992, the Constitution of India was amended 

(73rd Amendment as it is commonly know as), to give a 

constitutional status and guarantee to the democratic 

structure, power, functions and hopes of the local 

governmental system or Panchayti Raj in India. 

Keeping in view the present study was undertaken to 

ascertain the level of awareness among rural women 

regarding Panchayati Raj System. As Haryana State is 

largely agriculture based state; most of its population live in 

villages. The rural Haryana combined with strong 

patriarchal leanings make the status of women in rural 

Haryana precarious. Rural women in Haryana, as in other 

parts of India, suffer from variety of disadvantages. 

Foremost among them is lack of education among women.  

Hence we need to aware women in rural Haryana. This can 

be done in a variety of ways, like, through spread of 

education and awareness about rights, changing the 

patriarchal mindset/system.  

Concerted efforts are being made in that direction by the 

government and other agencies to uplift and educate the 

rural women. Similarly, the 73rd Constitution Amendment 

Act created the institutions of village panchayats and local 

bodies, and gave one-third reservation to women.  

How far the institution of panchayats in Haryana has 

changed their status or empowered them. Decentralization 

of power to the panchayats is seen as a means of 

empowering women and involving them in decision making 

process. Local governments being closer to the women can 

be more responsive to local needs and can make better use 

of resources. The democratic system in a country can be 

ensured only if there is mass participation in the 

governance. Therefore, the system of democratic 

decentralization popularly known as Panchayati Raj is 

considered as an instrument to ensure democracy and socio-

economic transformation of rural women (Kumar 2006) [4]. 

 

2. Material and Method  

The present study was carried out on a group of women in 

village Kagdana district Sirsa. The sample of 200 women 

was drawn randomly for the purpose of the study. The 

questionnaire comprised of two section. In the first section - 

to study the profile of Rural Women Respondents. The 

www.extensionjournal.com
https://www.extensionjournal.com/
https://doi.org/10.33545/26180723.2022.v5.i2a.160


International Journal of Agriculture Extension and Social Development 

63 www.extensionjournal.com 

independent Socio-economic and demographic variables 

while in the second section the awareness level of women in 

Panchayati Raj System. Awareness for the purpose of the 

study referred to the amount of correct information 

possessed by respondents regarding various aspects of 

Panchayati Raj System. Scoring Pattern - The respondents 

were asked to reply on the components comprised of several 

questions containing specific information about the 

components. The respondents were required to respond on 

dichotomous response category of Yes/No, 

correct/incorrect, True/false. One score was assigned to 

'correct' reply and zero score to 'incorrect', 'no' reply of a 

question or part thereof. The scores obtained from the 

respondents were computed to find out overall awareness 

score of the respondents regarding the constitution of 

Panchayati Raj System. The awareness scores so obtained 

by the respondents were arranged in ascending order and 

then divided into low, medium and high categories by 

application of weighted cumulative frequency method.  

The data were collected on the basis of the well structured 

pre-tested interview schedule. The data were coded, 

tabulated and analyzed by suitable statistical techniques 

were also used to draw the meaningful inferences.  

 

3. Result and Discussion 

The study is done on the basis of the socio-economic 

demographic status and level of awareness regarding 

Panchayti Raj System.  

 
Table 1: Awareness among of Rural Women regarding Panchayati 

Raj System 
 

Awareness Frequency Percentage 

Low 104 52 

Medium 46 23 

High 50 25 

Total 200 100 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Level of awareness among Rural Women Regarding 

Panchayati Raj System 

 

The respondents were classified into three categories viz. 

low, medium and high on the basis of awareness score 

obtained by using mean (x) and standard deviation formula. 

The data regarding overall awareness among Rural Women 

respondents reveals that 52% had low level of awareness 

whereas 25% and 23% had high and medium level of 

awareness. The remaining 25% of the respondents had high 

level of awareness regarding Panchayati Raj System. These 

findings indicate that half of the women still had very poor 

awareness regarding Panchayati Raj System. The reason 

behind this may be due to lack of education and various 

social and economic barriers prevailing in the rural society. 

Therefore, this may be on account of low exposure of 

Panchayat institutions. Similar observations were made by 

Gowarlat and Kaushik (1994) [3]. The other various reasons 

are social and economic barriers prevailing in the rural 

society. The same observations were made by Bhargawa et 

al. (1994) [18], Rathi (1999) [9] and Rathi et al. (2002) [10] also 

concluded that majority of the women respondents had low 

level of awareness regarding Panchayati Raj System.  

 
Table 2: Association between demographic variable and 

awareness level of Women respondent (N=200) 
 

Age Level of Awareness Total 

 Low Medium High  

Young 46 (48.4) 23 (24.2) 26 (27.4) 95 

Middle 19 (32.2) 20 (33.9) 20 (33.9) 59 

Old 39 (84.8) 3 (6.5) 4 (8.7) 46 

X2-29.6759** 

 

Association between age and awareness 

Age-wise distribution of the respondents across awareness 

have been presented. 

It is evident that sizeable percentage of the young age 

respondents (48.4%) had low, followed by high (27.4%) and 

medium (24.2%) awareness scores regarding Panchayati 

Raj. Among the middle age respondents 32.2 per cent had 

low awareness, where as equal (33.9%) had medium and 

high awareness about Panchayati Raj System of the old age 

category respondents, majority (84.8%) had low awareness 

followed by 8.7 per cent and 6.5 per cent respondents who 

had high and medium awareness scores, respectively.  

The results thus, indicated that majority of respondents in 

young and old age category projected low to medium 

awareness, as compared to middle age respondents. This 

might be due to less exposure to young and limited scope of 

expansion of awareness for old age respondents.  

Association between age and awareness of the respondents, 

tested through Chi-square was found to be significant 

(X2=29.6767) which implies that awareness about 

Panchayati Raj System was dependent upon the age of the 

respondents.  

 
Table 3: Association between Socio-economic variables and 

awareness level of awareness (N=200) 
 

Family Type Awareness of Rural Women Respondents Total 

 Low (n=100) Medium (46) High (50)  

Nuclear 45 (43.7) 27 (26.2) 31 (30.1) 103 

Join family 59 (60.8) 19 (19.6) 19 (19.6) 97 

X2= 60124** 

Annual Income 

Low 34 (70.8) 9 (18.7) 5 (10.4) 48 

Medium 39 (50.0) 17 (21.8) 22 (28.2) 78 

High 31 (41.9) 20 (27.0) 23 (31.1) 74 

X2 = 11.2345** 

 

However, a critical look at the data, revealed that 

respondents with nuclear family had medium (26.2%) and 
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high (30.1%) awareness to the extent of 56.3 per cent as 

compared to 43.7 per cent low awareness. The nuclear 

family seems to share the information because of effective 

intimacy as compared to joint family system.  

Statistically the chi-square test showed significant 

association (X2 = 6.124) between family type and awareness 

respondents regarding Panchayati Raj System. Thus, it may 

be employed that for effective dissemination of information 

about Panchayati Raj System and execution of awareness of 

rural women may fast be geared through nuclear families 

along with special efforts with joint families.  

 

Association between average monthly income and 

awareness  

The data furnished in shows that with low average monthly 

income majority of the respondents (70.8%) had low 

awareness, followed by medium (18.4%) and high (10.4%) 

awareness about Panchayati Raj System. The respondents 

who happen to fall under medium category indicator 

showed that a sizeable number of the respondents had low 

awareness (50.0%) followed by medium (21.8) and high 

(28.2%) awareness category. However, (31.1%) of the 

respondents from high income group had high level 

awareness followed by medium (28.2%) and low (10.4%) 

level of awareness about Panchayati Raj System. The chi-

square value (X2 = 11.2345) of Table-3 clearly indicates that 

the annual income and the level of awareness of the women 

respondents were found highly significant associated. It 

implies that average monthly income had influence on 

awareness level of the respondents, which might be due to 

the fact, pointed out by Sharma (1995) [19] that Indian 

politics is associated with 3M's - Money, Muscle and Men.  

 

4. Conclusion  

It was concluded that in concern of overall awareness it is 

found that (23%) of the respondents had medium level of 

awareness while more than fifty percentage (52%) of the 

respondents still had low level of awareness regarding 

Panchayati Raj System. Remaining (25%) of the 

respondents had high level of awareness regarding 

Panchayati Raj System. These findings indicate that half of 

the women still had very poor awareness regarding 

Panchayati Raj System. The reason behind this may be due 

to lack of education and various social and economic 

barriers prevailing in the rural society.  
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